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any good purpose whatever being served by the
attempt. He told the King bluntly that he did not
believe it would be possible for him to get together
any Government which could face the crisis ; and in
order not to be wanting in advice of some kind, he
recommended the King to send for Sir Robert Peel,
and try what Peel could do. Then, and for ever after,
while Peel's life lasted, the Duke of Wellington looked
up to Peel with a genuine and a generous admiration
as the man who could do anything, if anything was
possible to be done. So the King sent for Peel; but Peel
saw that this was a case in which he could do nothing.
Peel was one of the most rising men of the time. He
must have known that he had a great career before
him ; and he was quite unselfish and patriotic enough
to think little of risking that career, if only thereby
something could be done to serve the Sovereign and
the State. But he was an intensely practical man,
and he did not see that either Sovereign or State
could be served by his simply clashing his head
against a stone wall. So he told the King that it
would be utterly impossible for him to keep together
a Ministry against the House of Commons and against
the country, and he declined to attempt the impossible
task. Then the King in despair sent for the Duke of
Wellington again and made it something like a point
of duty and of loyalty with him to help the Sovereign
out of his dilemma. The Duke, who never was, and
never could be, a politician, was willing after such an
appeal to dash his head against the stone wall, and so
he did actually attempt to get together an administra-
tion composed of men who would stand up with him